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What’s New? 
 

New 2 year offer for working families. 
 

Summer term saw the first phase of the roll out of the new expanded offers for working 
families. Over 500 more local 2-year-olds have been able to access funded hours this term; 
with over 70% of all 2 year olds across the borough are now taking up some funded hours. 
At ward level take up is between 55-80% across both disadvantage and working offers. 
These new funded hours mean that an extra £640,000 will be paid to local providers for the 
new working offer and a total of £1.3million will be paid across both offer this term.  
 

Although the new 2 year offer has been well received and take up has been good, it has not 
been without hiccups. There have been many incidences of places having been agreed 
without checking that the code, especially new 2-year codes, is valid for the term. This has 
either been due to the code being issued after the deadline date or not having been 
reconfirmed in time and the end date had passed before the start of term. The deadline 
dates are not set locally by NELC but dictated by the statutory guidance. All funded offers 
are subject to the same deadline dates, see below 
 

Term Child must have reached 
the relevant age                              

(9mths, 2, 3 or 4 years old)  
ON or BEFORE 

 
Eligibility code must 

have a start date  
ON or BEFORE 

 
Eligibility code must 

have an end date  
ON or AFTER 

Autumn  31st August  31st August 1st September 

Spring 31st December 31st December 1st January 

Summer 31st March 31st March 1st April 

 

As with 30 hours, no new claims can be made against a working families eligibility code if 
the end date has passed, and the code is in the grace period. 
 

As the next phase, funded hours for working families for children from 9 months, rolls out in 
September, it is important that all new codes are checked against the dates above, prior to 
confirming a place. It is important to note that, it is the responsibility of 

• Parents to apply and receive the code before the term in which they want to use it, 

• Providers to check that a code is valid before they agree a place or submit a claim. 

• Parents must reconfirm their eligibility every three months to continue to access a 
funded place. 

 

Each term the EYE team sends providers a copy of the relevant deadline dates for codes, 
submissions, and claims. They also notify you if you have any codes that are about to expire 
or are in a grace period. You can also check this yourself by logging into the portal. 
 

The FFIS team also share information across their social media platforms about when to 
apply, how to claim and reminders for parents to reconfirm their codes to remain eligible. 
Please feel free to share with your families and followers. 



2 

June 2024 

FFIS Annual Childcare Audits 
 
Families First Information service (FFIS) have sent all providers their annual childcare audit 
to complete. For FFIS to provide the most comprehensive and accurate information to 
parents, families and professional, they need to ensure that the data they hold for your 
setting is correct. All early years and childcare providers are required to complete the 
annual audit so that you can remain on the funded provider lists and/or the provider 
directory. The information you provide also informs the annual childcare sufficiency 
assessment (CSA). The CSA includes the supply, demand and take up of EY’s and childcare 
places locally and determines whether more places are required. This is especially important 
as the new expanded childcare for working parents and wraparound childcare offers roll 
out. 
 
Thank you to those who completed and returned your forms by the deadline of June 14th. 
However, there are still some forms outstanding. If you have not returned yours yet or want 
the forms resending to you, please contact FFIS via fis@nelincs.gov.uk. 
  

---------------------------- 

NEW GRAPHIC 

We have received very positive feedback from parents regarding 

the graphic below setting out what support is available to 

families. Please feel free to share across your networks, social 

media etc. Please contact the team if you would like this in PDF 

format. 

This table is so helpful as I 
was finding it so confusing 
to try and work out. This 

makes it really clear  
 

mailto:fis@nelincs.gov.uk
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#DoSomethingBig  
 

NEW Early Years Vacancy Bulletin 

Each week the team will be sharing the latest job 
vacancies across the local early years and childcare sector. If you would like your vacancies 
advertising for FREE, plus send the details through to earlyyearsNELC@nelincs.gov.uk by 12 
noon on Thursday for it to be included in that weeks bulletin.  

The bulleting is shared across all the FIS social media platforms, local recruitment and 
support agencies, job centres and other partners. 

---------------------------- 

 

Consultation/Survey’s 

 

The annual Childcare survey for parents will be published shortly. Please share across all 
your families and networks. This survey will provide up to date information about the needs 
of families and the demand for childcare locally and helps us to understand the barriers to 
accessing the childcare that is required to work or train.  

This years survey also includes some additional questions about the wraparound childcare 
that families currently use, would like to access and will need in the future.  

The survey will be shared across all of the FFIS social media platforms as well as the NELC 
consultation pages.

mailto:earlyyearsNELC@nelincs.gov.uk
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Dates for your Diary 

Date Event Delivered By 

Starting  
Monday 8th April 

INTRODUCING           MODULAR ACCELERATION PILOT PROGRAMME 

You can study specific modules from our degrees for FREE! 

YOU DO NOT need English or Maths qualifications 
YOU CAN have an existing degree in any subject 
THIS CAN be used as CPD or to obtain credits towards a degree 

See the flyer below for more detail 

 

 

9th July 2024 
 
The Cavendish 
Conference Centre 
London 

Birth to Three: Meeting Children’s Unique Needs 

Join us at Birth to Three: Meeting Children’s Unique Needs on Tuesday 9th July at The 
Cavendish Conference Centre in central London. 
 
Nursery World has assembled a stellar line-up of expert speakers for a day of presentations, 
workshops and case studies of good practice. 
 
With increasing numbers of under-threes set to access early years education and care, this 
vital, timely event will help all nursery practitioners and managers to give children under three 
the best possible start.  

Find out more at Birth to Three 2024 - Programme (birthto3conference.com) 

 

 

 

 

https://birthto3conference.com/birthtothree2024/en/page/programme?utm_campaign=Birth%20to%20threes%2012%2F05%20E6&utm_content=FIND%20OUT%20MORE&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fbirthto3conference.com%2Fbirthtothree2024%2Fen%2Fpage%2Fprogramme&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
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Date Event Delivered By 

15th July 2024 
12th Aug 2024 
9th Sept 2024 
7th Oct 2024 
4th Nov 2024 
2ns Dec 2024 
 
15:00 – 16:00 
 
Online 

LADO Workshop 
LADO workshops occurs the fourth Monday of every month and lasts about 1.5 hours.  
Aims and Objectives: To understand; 

• what an Allegation is 
• the LADO role 
• the LADO process 
• your role in the LADO process 
• when & how to make a LADO referral 

Invites can be extended to all partner agencies and those who are party to the procedure. 

 Microsoft Teams meeting                 Click here to join the meeting  

 

Various dates for 
2024 
29th July  
20th August  
25th September  
17th October  
22nd November  
16th December  
 
Grimsby Town Hall 
 
09:30 to 16:30 
 

Relationship Matters Training - Reducing Parental Conflict 

This course is part of the Together for Childhood Workforce Development offer.  

It is aimed at any practitioner who comes into close regular contact with children and 
families. This training is designed to build awareness of the impact of parental conflict 
on children. It will give practitioners the skills to help families to identify  the conflict 
and understand their behaviours, giving practitioners the tools to be able to encourage 
behaviour change in parents to improve outcomes for children. The training supports 
anyone working with families to develop the confidence, knowledge and skills to reduce 
conflict and drive more positive outcomes.  This FREE training is aimed at any 
practitioner that comes into contact regularly with children and families.  

Pre-reading/research is available here: Home - Relationship Matters, Reducing Parental 
Conflict Hub (eif.org.uk) 

If you have any queries about the course, please contact emma.kennedy@nelincs.gov.uk 

Booking is via Academy-NEL. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ODE2N2QyMjUtY2U4MC00NzgxLTllYTMtMzJjMjc0NDQxNThi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25222000653a-c2c6-4009-ac5a-2455bfbfb61d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522d6c0328a-fa68-4db6-9bc9-671a12107fe3%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.Wilson%40Nelincs.gov.uk%7C0309c5713232435b8c0708dc11c9acce%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638404805156716569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mlrD%2B8Qvqsf%2BsFZv%2FFxMiW8sQZcxq%2FrpHoB0cBiffyM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frelationshipmatters.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.Wilson%40Nelincs.gov.uk%7Cf6a0e1c964c442b4cc4808dc44da6660%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638460952039230164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7FGR0vIr1EEq8DkX5X2R1Oi89Q2soa%2F%2BDHsgV0DE7r4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freducingparentalconflict.eif.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.Wilson%40Nelincs.gov.uk%7Cf6a0e1c964c442b4cc4808dc44da6660%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638460952039239559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h2yE7WDb%2Fn0ZXaJ%2B0pPjCtih%2FuLC38VFq4To50ufEyE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freducingparentalconflict.eif.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.Wilson%40Nelincs.gov.uk%7Cf6a0e1c964c442b4cc4808dc44da6660%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638460952039239559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h2yE7WDb%2Fn0ZXaJ%2B0pPjCtih%2FuLC38VFq4To50ufEyE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:emma.kennedy@nelincs.gov.uk
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Date Event Delivered By 

17th Sept 2024 
09:30-12:00 
(Practitioners) 
 
25th Sept 2024 
08:00-20:30 
(Parents/Carers) 

Sensory Processing 

 Processing sensory information is a key part of early year’s children ability to learn, grow, and 
make sense of the world around them. Understanding children’s different sensory processing 
needs, and how we can adapt the environment to cater to these needs, can significantly improve a 
child’s learning experiences.  
This two-and a half-hour training session will:  
• Introduce sensory processing – what it is and why it matters  

• Increase understanding of the 8 sensory systems and sensory processing differences  

• Explore how to create sensory environments that support children with different needs  

• Signpost to where to get further support where needed  
•  

Practitioners- BOOK HERE                                 Parents/Carers- BOOK HERE 

 

 

9th Oct 2024 
14:00-16:00 
(Parents/Carers) 
 
14th Nov 2024 
09:30-11:30 
(Practitioners) 
 
 

Equality Act 

 We can improve access and inclusion in education settings for disabled children and those 
with SEN by increasing practitioners’ understanding of disability duties and their 
responsibilities to make reasonable adjustments.  
This two-hour training session will:  

• Improve senior leaders’, teachers’ and practitioners’ understanding of the Equality Act, 
disability duties, and how the legislative framework applies to their own practice.  

• Develop senior leaders’, teachers’ and practitioners’ confidence to have positive 
conversations with parents, carers and children and young people about reasonable 
adjustments.  

• Enable stakeholders to establish a shared vision of improving inclusion and access in 
education settings and schools in line with Equality Act duties.  

•  
Parent/Carers- BOOK HERE                                 Practitioners- BOOK HERE 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-processing-in-the-early-years-what-it-is-and-why-it-matters-tickets-765635395077https:/www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-processing-in-the-early-years-what-it-is-and-why-it-matters-tickets-765635395077
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-processing-in-the-early-years-for-parents-carers-tickets-906796030337
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equality-act-in-the-early-years-training-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-765630279777
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/equality-act-in-the-early-years-training-for-practitioners-tickets-765588825787
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Date Event Delivered By 

24th Sept 2024 
09:30-12:00 
 

Ordinarily Available Provision 

National Seminars 

What does provision for children with SEN and Disabilities look like in the early years? Is it 
agreed across your local area? How can ‘ordinarily available’ provision help?   
  
The current legislation, including the SEN Code of Practice 2015, the Equality Act 2010, and the 
statutory Early Years Foundation Stage framework require settings to use their best 
endeavours to provide and secure an inclusive education for all children and young people. 
Settings must anticipate the reasonable adjustments needed to enable all children and young 
people, including those with SEN and Disabilities, to access an appropriate curriculum.   
  
These duties extend to identifying provision that is ‘ordinarily available’ to all children within a 
local area. Outlining a set of expectations within local areas encourages consistency between 
settings, develops inclusive practice, and provides parents/carers with a clear idea of the 
support their child will receive.   
  
 Attend this seminar to find out more about:   

• What is required under the Children and Families Act and Equality Act  
• The wider benefits of having an agreement about provision    
• Examples and shared learning from recent EYSEND Partnership work   

 

EYSEND National Seminar on Ordinarily Available Provision Tickets, Tue 24 Sep 2024 at 09:30 | 
Eventbrite 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eysend-national-seminar-on-ordinarily-available-provision-tickets-906650143987
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eysend-national-seminar-on-ordinarily-available-provision-tickets-906650143987
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Did You Know?  

 

CHILDCARE APPLICATIONS FOR PARENTS OF 9 MONTH 

OLDS TO OPEN 12 MAY 

Applications for the second phase of the largest ever expansion of free childcare in 
England’s history will open on 12 May, the government has announced.  

From that date, eligible working parents of children from 9 months old will be able to 
register to access 15 hours of government-funded childcare a week, with the offer beginning 
from September 2024. 

 

REFRESHED CHILDCARE CHOICES TOOLKIT  

The refreshed Childcare Choices toolkit is now available to download: Guidance and 
resources | Childcare choices  

The toolkit includes:   

• Key messaging in preparation for the new 15 hours offer for parents 
of 9-23 month olds that will be rolled out from September.  

• The addition of a link to translated Childcare Choices leaflets into 11 
different languages.  

• Links to more recent case studies.  

---------------------------- 

Latest Updates from Department of Education    

Nothing to report 

 

Latest Updates and News from Ofsted 

Nothing to report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childcarechoices.gov.uk%2Fproviders%2Fguidance-and-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.wilson%40nelincs.gov.uk%7C2dd221ad4d0447d88b0408dc6518118a%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638496403192819713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1cHeI2S0LllTV32mNFEUnarwvM5YKMp6Y8q%2B8ZSEs5Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childcarechoices.gov.uk%2Fproviders%2Fguidance-and-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCorrinne.wilson%40nelincs.gov.uk%7C2dd221ad4d0447d88b0408dc6518118a%7C2000653ac2c64009ac5a2455bfbfb61d%7C0%7C0%7C638496403192819713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1cHeI2S0LllTV32mNFEUnarwvM5YKMp6Y8q%2B8ZSEs5Y%3D&reserved=0
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And finally, some fun stuff 

There has been a lot happening in our area. Here is a selection of some of the activities and 
events that have recently been shared by FFIS. To keep up to date with what’s going on 
follow FFIS on social media  

 https://www.facebook.com/familiesfirstnel  

https://www.twitter.com/FF_NELincs   

 https://www.instagram.com/familiesfirstnel/  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/familiesfirstnel
https://www.twitter.com/FF_NELincs
https://www.instagram.com/familiesfirstnel/
https://www.facebook.com/NELCouncil
https://twitter.com/NELCouncil
https://instagram.com/nelcouncil/
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